THE  THEOBETICAL STAGE.                    515

Xieibniz.

This extract from Adam Smith will give a clear
idea of one view of the formation of thought and
language. I shall now read another extract, repre-
senting the diametrically opposite view. It is taken
from Leibniz,1 who maintains that general terms are
necessary for the essential constitution of languages.
He likewise appeals to children. ' Children/ he says,
c and those who know but little of the language which
they attempt to speak, or little of the subject on
which they would employ it, make use of general
terms, as thing, plant, aniinial, instead of using proper
names, of which they are destitute. And it is certain
that all proper or individual names have been ori-
ginally appellative or general.' And again: c Thus,
I would make bold to affirm that almost all words
have been originally general terms, because it would
happen very rarely that man would invent a name,
expressly and without a reason, to denote this or that
individual We may, therefore, assert that the names
of individual things were names of species, which were
given par excellence, or otherwise, to some individual;
as the name Great Head to him of the whole town
who had the largest, or who was the man of the most
consideration of the great heads known.'

It might seem presumptuous to attempt to arbi-
trate between such men as Leibniz and Adam Smith,
particularly when both speak so positively as they do
on this subject. But there are two ways of judging

1 Nouveaux fissais, lib. iii. cap.i.p. 297 (Erdmann); Sir W.Hamilton,
Lectures, ii. p. 324.
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